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Ilchester & District Community Association (IDCA) is a registered charity which 

serves Ilchester, The Mead, Northover, Limington, Yeovilton, Podimore, Dray-

cott, Bridgehampton & Speckington. We are a group of volunteers who organise 

annual events such as The Christmas Lantern Parade and the Easter Bunny 

Hunt. We also organise special occasions like Jubilee and Coronation celebra-

tions. All the money raised goes back into the community in the form of funding 

the next celebration, this newsletter and donations to local community groups. 

Recently we supported an outdoors play area for Ilchester Primary school, large 

print books for  Ilchester library and travel cost for Brownies and Rainbows. 

Please contact idca234@gmail.com for any support requests. 

Do you belong to a group you want to tell us about? Perhaps you want to raise 

the profile of a local charity or event. Maybe you want to thank someone. If you 

want to tell us about it email idcanewsletter@gmail.com. No word minimum. 

Keep it friendly and no politics. Cheers! Next issues deadline is 12th Novem-

ber 2025. Caroline 

What’s inside 

Town Hall and Coffee Morning Timetables, p4 

Tall Trees Timetable, p5 

Sports Field Pavillion Timetable, Ilchester Car Boot & Ilchester Youth FC, p6 

Church Matters, p8 

Guides, IRINEC, p10 

Free Lantern Workshop details p11 

Fete, Flower & Produce Show, p12 

Wessex Scouts, p14 

Ilchester Community Primary School, p15 

Lendiniae Explorers, p16 

The Gallery, p17 

Town Trust, Skate Park Removal letter, p19 

Parish Council meetings, p20 

Weight Loss Service,  Covid-19 & Flu vaccines, p 23 

Ilchester Arms festive season menu & opening times, p 25 

 

Who are IDCA? 
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Limington fete & dog show meeting Thursday 2nd October 

Last Car Boot Sunday 12th October 

Town Trust, Skate Park Meeting Monday 20th October 

Halloween Party Sunday 2nd November 

FREE Lantern workshop Sunday 23rd November 

Lantern Parade & Christmas Tree Lighting Fri 28th Nov 

Christmas Fair Saturday 29th November 

First Sunday of Advent Sunday 30th November  

  

Events for your calendar  

Big Black Bins 

(landfill) 

Friday, 10th & 31st 

October 

21st November 12th December 

Mead & Alms-

house Lane BBB 

Tuesday 14th 4th & 25th Nov 16th Dec 

Big Green Bins 

(garden waste) 

Thursday 9th & 

23rd Oct 

6th & 20th Nov 4th & 18th Dec 

Mead & Alms-

house Lane BGB 

Tues 14th & 28th 

October 

11th & 25th Nov 9th & 23rd Dec 

Mobile Library Wed 8th Oct Wed 3rd Nov West Street - 14.25 

Taranto Hill - 15.05

-15.45 

Limington Coffee 

Morning 

Thursday 16th Oc-

tober 

20th November St Mary, Limington 

Diners Club Tues 7th Oct 4th November Julie: 01935 841 

247 

Ilch. Parish C. Thurs.9th Oct Thurs 13th Nov 19.30 Town Hall 

Yeovilton & Dis-

trict Parish C. 

 Tues 11th Nov St Mary, Limington, 

19.30 
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You are very welcome to hire rooms in the Town Hall for events including 

private celebrations. Please contact Julie Stapleton: 01935 841 247, itt-

caretaker@gmail.com 

Activity Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri 

Library (not 
b.hols) 

10.00-12.00    10.00-12.00    

Yoga   19.00-20.30 18.30-19.30 10.00   

Chair Yoga       11.30-12.30   

Pilates 18.00-19.00        

Boxercise 19.15-20.00         

Art Group       14.00   

History 
Group 

    14.00 (last 
of month) 

    

Knit & 
Knatter 

        10.00 (1st of 
the month) 

Ilch. Parish 
Council  

      19.30 (2nd of 
the month) 

  

 

October 1st Air Am-
bulance 

8th St Mary 
Major 

15th 
Podimore 

22nd Young 
Lives 

Against Can-
cer 

29th 
Lindiniae 
Explorers 

November 5th Sustain-
able UK 

12th Man 
Shed 

19th History 
Group 

26th St Mary 
Major 

 

December 3rd St Pe-
ter’s 

10th St Pe-
ter’s 

17th THANK 
YOU 

  

Coffee morning, Wed 10-11.30, plus care & share table 

Museum open every Wednesday 10 - 

3pm & last Saturday of the month un-

til end of October. Open again in April 

2026 
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.  Activity Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri 

Boogie Bun-

nies – Music & 

Movement 

(booking re-

quired, term 

time only) 

0915-1015 

1030-1130 

  

0915-1015 

1030-1130 

  

  

0915-1015 

1030-1130 

  

  

Rainbows   1730-1830       

Aggies Coffee 

Drop in 
    

0930—

1100 
    

Military Wives 

Choir 
    1900- 2100     

War Games 

Group 
      1900-2200   

Lullaby’s Baby 

Massage 
  

 1300—

1430 (book 

in advance) 

     

Play Town 

Parties 
        1015-1130 

Children’s 

Disco or En-

tertainment 

        

1900-2200 

(Once a 

month) 

Please contact Gill Duke 01935 840 562, navypeople-psrnfpscent@mod.gov.uk for de-

tails. 

Bar open to all: Thurs 19.00-23.00, Fri 19.00-00.00, Sat 13.00-00.00, Sun 13.00-22.30 

Tall Trees is managed by the HMS Heron Central Amenities Fund and supported by the RN 

FPS Community Outreach Group and Community Development Worker. All are welcome, 

however there will be times when activities are not appropriate for civilians.  
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Activity Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri-Sat-
Sun  

Brownies 
(term time) 

18.00-19.15     

Spinning 
w/ John 

 18.30-18.50  18.30-19.20   

Ilchester 
FC 

    Through-
out the 

day 

Car Boot 
UNTIL 

12TH OCT 

    SUNDAY 
7.30 

sellers 
8.30 

Buyers 

The Pavilion and Sports Field is available for hire. This includes out-

doors space and plenty of parking. Please contact Maxine: 07562 988 

837 or ittclerk@gmail.com. Please check Ilchester Town Trust web-

site for details 

Matches at the Sports 

Field every Sunday until 

December, 14.00 kick 

off. 

For  further fixtures & results visit 

The FA website, Yeovil & District 

Youth League 2025-26. Check out 

Ilchester FC on Facebook. 

 

 

The car boot is every Sunday, April to October, weather permitting. 

Please check Facebook for updated info in real time. Seller from 7.30, 

buyers 8.30. BA22 8NL LAST CAR BOOT 12TH OCT 
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Are you worried about your finances this new academic year? Are you want-

ing to enrol in a course but can’t due to money? Perhaps you’re starting an 

apprenticeship and need tools, but the cost is too much? Ilchester Relief on 

Need & Education Charity (IRINEC) may be able to help. In the past IRINEC 

have supported Ilchester Parishioners with transport costs, books, and enrol-

ment fees. 

Could a new wheelchair improve your life? Can’t access your back garden for 

want of a step? IRINEC may be able to support with costs for ’the improve-

ment of life’. 

If you don’t ask you won’t know! 

Please contact the clerk with a request to IRINEC – Mrs Elston, 

07782251464, kayeelston@aol.co.uk  

 

Our Rainbows and Brownies are back after our summer 

break with a jam-packed programme, you may see us 

out and about before the darker nights draw in! 

Just as we finished in the summer Girlguiding released 

72 new badges over the 4 sections, some of our girls did 

some of them over the holidays. At Rainbows, we had 

Iris complete the new Present badge, she had to make a card, make a pre-

sent and then make some sort of wrapping paper. Phoebe and Polly com-

pleted the Sleepover badge, they had to tell us what she would pack to take 

on a sleepover, make a plan and then have a sleepover! At Brownies we 

have had Elizabeth and Amelia complete their Kitchen Creations badge 

where they had to get baking and make up some different meals! 

Some of our Brownies are also looking forward to our county sleepover at 

Wookey Hole at the end of the month! 

We are looking for more volunteers to join our district and units, so if 

you think you have a spare an hour or so a week and would love to get 

involved please let us know. It is a very rewarding to see how much our 

girls grow! 

For more information about how you can get involved in Girlguding please 
visit www.girlguiding.org.uk or email Laura Williams on 
laurawilliams@girlguidingsomerset.org.uk for more information. 

Ilchester Relief In Need & Education Charity 

Rainbows & Brownies  

http://www.girlguiding.org.uk
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A superb crocheted doll made by Kimmo 

David from Yeovilton took the top prize at 

our summer fete, flower, craft and pro-

duce show. 

 

The 

standard 

of entries 

across 

the board 

was high 

as always 

- and de-

spite the dry weather in the case of flow-

ers and produce. Do consider entering 

the show next year. 

 

Fun and games for children included a magician, 

archery, and a chance to lead an archaeological 

"dig" with real Roman pottery to be unearthed - and 

kept.  Mike Penn kindly donated some of the many 

pieces he has excavated in Ilchester over the years 

and he and archaeologist Peter Leach explained the 

techniques needed to unearth, but not damage 

finds. Our young archaeolo-

gists trowelled and brushed 

away sand to discover real 

pieces of history nearly 2,000 

years old.  

Thanks to everyone who 
made it such a great day. 
Ware hugely grateful to the 
many local businesses who 
donated fabulous raffle prizes.  
TR 

Fete, flower & produce show 
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Over the Summer break, our Hut underwent some well-needed 

renovations, namely in our Store Cupboard.  

The building we call home was lovingly sourced for us in the 

1980s by our brilliant Group Lead Volunteer, June, but prior to 

being our home, it belonged to the Houndstone camp in Yeo-

vil. Since then, it’s had the odd lick of paint and general maintenance (most 

recently on the exterior, thanks to the team from Leonardos on their Be-A-

Saint-Day), but never a major project.  

A consequence of this was a lack of attention paid to our store cupboard. 

Over the years, as many people will know, stuff began to accumulate, and 

the fix-it-later pile had grown rather large. Two of our Explorer Leaders decid-

ed that this summer was the perfect time to do something about it. After ex-

tensive discussions with the Group Leadership Team and a generous dona-

tion offer to kick-start the plan, the ball began to roll.  

The first step was to empty the cupboard, which was no mean feat and re-

sulted in some surprise finds, including a couple of old-style patrol tents. 

From there, we were able to measure up the area and work out what we 

needed to do. 

The plan was divided into a few stages over 6 weekends, starting on the 26th 

of July and finishing on the 30th of August, but also included many late-night 

weeknights in between. It was a labour of love, but the effort has been worth 

it; the tidier stores mean that kit has a longer lifespan, and leaders know what 

they have at their disposal, allowing more young people to learn skills for life 

through our beloved Scout Group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wessex Scout Group 

Before During After 
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‘Child-centred learning in 

the heart of the community’ 

Starting in Year 6 

Year 6 has already been so busy! We’ve had House Captain elections, prac-

tice SATs, and we’re trying hard to remember all the rules (and our ties!). 

Our new topics are really fun. In Science we’ve been learning about forces 

and in History we’ve started looking at different conflicts. In English, we’ve 

been writing lots about our new book Street Child, which is really interesting. 

We’re especially looking forward to all the things coming up this year, like the 

Fiver Challenge, our play, and of course our residential trip! 

It’s been great seeing all our friends again, and we think Year 6 is going to 

be the best year ever! 

We would like to extend a huge thank you to the team at MKM in Yeovil for 

their donation of 2 sheets of 5.5mm and six sheets of  9mm Plywood, the 

team at Wickes, Yeovil, for their donation of 5 sheets of 12mm Plywood and 

Crown Paints, Bridgewater, for the donation of seven tins of EasyClean Matt 

Emulsion paint. Without their generous support, we couldn’t have made this 

possible.  

We’d also like to thank all the Parents and Guardians who have helped us 

along the way, our brilliant Treasurer who’s helped us source all the materi-

als needed and our two wonderful Explorer leaders who undertook this pro-

ject. 

We’re now on the lookout for a Quartermaster to help keep the stores looking 

this tidy. The role includes overseeing the booking in/out of the kit and organ-

ising repairs when needed. You don’t require any experience in this role, just 

a passion for camping and a desire to see the next generation benefit from 

the fun of Scouting.  

Fancy joining us?  

If you or a young person you know would be interested in joining our group, 

please contact the Group Lead Volunteer, June Eaton, at GSLWes-

sex@Gmail.com.  

mailto:GSLWessex@Gmail.com
mailto:GSLWessex@Gmail.com
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The Summer term was a brilliant one for everyone at Lendiniae.  

Thanks to such lovely weather, we were able to maximise our 

time outdoors and partake in a myriad of different activities, in-

cluding canoeing sessions that often ended with everyone in 

the River Parrett, Hikes around the local countryside, particular-

ly in the Martock area and of course our newsletter deliveries.  

Towards the end of July, we wrapped up our termly meetings for the summer, 

but that doesn’t mean scouting stopped entirely.  

Five of our Explorers undertook their Duke of Edinburgh’s expeditions; four at 

Silver level and one at Bronze. All the groups have done a brilliant job, and 

the feedback from their assessors was overwhelmingly positive. We’re very 

proud of them all, both for undertaking this challenge and for the way it’s de-

veloping them each in their own unique way.  

We’re hopeful to have these signed off and awarded soon, then it’s onwards 

and upwards to the next thing. 

In early September, we attended the county Explorer camp where Explorers 

from across Somerset gathered near Taunton for a weekend of circus-themed 

fun. It was a brilliant weekend with a large majority of the Unit in attendance 

(20 out of 21). Oodles of fun was had by all as they participated in activities 

ranging from Archery to Axe throwing, Crossbows to Zip lines, Paracord craft 

to inflatable gladiators and everyone's favourite: The Rodeo Sheep. It was 

exactly as it sounds, a rodeo bull but sheep, something the Explorers dubbed 

“very somerset”. Overall, it was a fantastic weekend where we dodged the 

weather and had a brilliant time, where memories were definitely made. We’re 

already looking forward to next year.  

We’re just starting to get back into the swing of things, but with all the activi-

ties crammed into the program, soon there’ll be lots to talk about, and we look 

forward to sharing it with you. 

We’re always looking for help and support with our unit, whether that be in a 
behind-the-scenes role or as a Leader; there is always something for every-
one, and it is a fantastic way to get involved in the local community, not to 
mention an incredibly rewarding endeavour. You don’t need any previous 
scouting experience to get involved. If this feels like something you may be 
interested in, or if you have any questions, please get in touch.  

Lendiniae.ESU@EastSomersetScouts.org.uk  

mailto:Lendiniae.ESU@EastSomersetScouts.org.uk
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 Skate Park Removal 
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Ilchester Parish Council met on 14th August and 11th September 2025. The Council meets on the 
second Thursday of each month at 7:30pm in the Town Hall. 

Mr Stuart McAllister was co-opted as a councillor in the September meeting. There are further 
vacancies for residents to apply to the clerk. 

Police and Community issues 

Traffic & Highways 

The council would love to recruit volunteers to capture the number plates of heavy goods vehi-
cles that should not be coming through the village. Can you spare an hour here and there? 
Contact clerk@ilchesterparishcouncil.gov.uk  

Somerset Council will provide free training to any volunteers for the Highway Maintenance Vol-
unteer Scheme to clean signs, gullies, etc.  

Market Square car park is owned by Ilchester Parish Council. We request vehicle owners to be 
respectful of the hatched markings which are private land and not to be parked on or used 
as the exit. The exit marked “OUT” needs to be left clear. 

Website 

The IPC website is www.ilchesterparishcouncil.gov.uk which we endeavour to keep up to date. If 
residents have any suggestions for information they would like to see on it, please contact 
our clerk. 

Crime 

Ilchester crime statistics are relatively low and can be viewed under Wincanton Rural West here 
https://www.police.uk/  

If you see or experience a crime, do report it on the same website. 

Dog fouling 

Please be responsible dog owners and pick up after your dogs. Leaving mess on pavements, 
lanes and grassy areas is really antisocial, unhygienic, gross (and illegal). 

Planning matters 

The council noted the following updates on planning applications within the parish: 25/01143/
FUL – shop front alterations at Nuova Italia were approved. 25/02238/TCA at The Coach 
House, West Street – notice of tree work. 

Allotments 

There is a vacancy for one plot at the time of writing (No.8). 

Financial Matters 

The council has approved spend towards restoration work on the war memorial and towards 
new noticeboards (in collaboration with ITT and IDCA). 

Cemetery fees have been revised in line with other parishes and can be viewed on our website.  
–Duncan Galloway, chairman 

 

Full minutes available online. Next public meetings: 9th Oct & 13th Nov 

mailto:clerk@ilchesterparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.ilchesterparishcouncil.gov.uk
https://www.police.uk/
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If anyone would like to volunteer on the ‘Adopt a Path’ or ‘Somerset Strim-

mer’ schemes, information is available from volunteering.somerset.gov.uk 

or phone 01823 358 250. 

Any problems with a footpath please report it using the interactive map at 

somerset.gov.uk/rightsofway. You can also phone the council on 0300 

123 22 24. For those of you with concerns about Limington footpaths feel 

free to contact limingtonfootpaths@gmail.com 

Taken from 9th Sept agenda, document in full available online. Full 

minutes of meeting will be available online and Parish Council Notice-

boards. 

5. Flooding Issues: 5.1 Flood Mary FloodPod – visi ng Mudford Village Hall 

26/09/25 (Mrs C Comer)  

7. Planning:  

24/02923/LBC. Lower Farm (lot 3), Mill Lane, Limington BA22 8EJ. Conver-

sion of 2 agricultural barns into a self-build residential dwelling with integrat-

ed annex. Awaiting decision.  

24/02922/FUL. Lower Farm (lot 3), Mill Lane Limington, BA22 8EJ. Conver-

sion of 2 agricultural barns into a self-build residential dwelling with integrat-

ed annex. Awai ng decision.  

25/00678/FUL. Erection of a 4-bedroom dwelling (Use Class C3) on land 

adjacent to The Podymore Inn, u lising access off Podimore Road, with as-

sociated parking and landscaping, including reconfigure on of the beer gar-

den, children’s play area and car park of the public house. Podimore, BA22 

8JF. Awai ng decision.  

9. Community Welfare – Mrs C Comer  

9.1 Home Emergency Procedure – Mrs C Comer, 9.2 Community Resilience 

Event 2025 – 15 October 2025  

Next Parish Council meeting: 11 November 2025 at St Mary’s Church, 

Limington, 7.30pm.  
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WEIGHT LOSS SERVICE 

In the UK, approximately 1 in 4 adults live with obesity—a serious 

health issue that increases the risk of conditions like cancer, heart 

disease, and type 2 diabetes, potentially reducing life expectancy by 3 

to 10 years, depending on severity. Achieving and maintaining a 

healthy weight can sometimes be a complex and difficult journey, that 

also requires commitment. Fortunately, we are here to help with our 

weight loss service, offering you personalised support, including die-

tary and physical activity guidance and prescription weight loss aids 

where appropriate*. 

Visit your local Day Lewis pharmacy for more details or book a con-

sultation. Our service provides a range of weight loss options to sup-

port you on your journey: 

• Free Consultation: Our trained professionals conduct private con-

sultations to assess your needs and provide healthy living advice  

• Medicinal Support: For those who may benefit, and where clinical-

ly suitable*, we offer private prescription treatments to comple-

ment your lifestyle changes. 

*The choice of available treatments will be dependent on clinical as-

sessment by one of our healthcare professionals.  

Our local pharmacy– High Street, Ilchester, BA22 8NH, 

01935 840 273 

Covid-19 & Flu Vaccines 

If you are eligible for a Covid-19 vaccine, please book via the 

NHS website or 119.  

Flu vaccines are available for both NHS and  privately funded. 

Please book online or at the Pharmacy. 

Pharmacy: Use it or loose it 
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MOBILE FOOT HEALTH 
PRACTITIONER 

Corn Removal 
Callus Reduction 
Ingrown Toenails, nail cutting 
Athletes Foot 
Diabetic Foot 
Verrucae 
Cracked heels 

             Thickened nail reduction 

Appointments in the comfort of your own home. 

I am DBS checked and fully insured. Trained by the 
Institute of Podiatry and am a member of the IOP, MCFH 

and BCPASW. Dip CoFH MCFH 

Call Fran for an appointment on  

07926455018 

Franholmes.solecomfort@gmail.com 

Can you help us produce 

this newsletter? 

We need people like you 

to help us put these  

pages together. 

Looks great on a CV! 

 

idca234@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:Franholmes.solecomfort@gmail.com
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4Family delivers a family support programme 

offering help to struggling families so that they 

can regain control over their own lives and feel 

empowered and equipped to move forward. 

We offer the support of a Family Link Workers who are the families’ 

voice amongst the agencies, but also, each family is offered a Volun-

teer Mentor who plays a crucial role.  

Be part of a fantastic family mentoring programme which carefully 

matches mentors with a family living within South Somerset.  

For more information about becoming a Y4F mentor contact Andrew: 

Email: andrew.dunningham@yeovil4family.org.uk 

Tel: 07970 952653 

Website: www.yeovilcommunitychurch.co.uk/yeovil-4-family/ 

Monday 9-1pm, Tues, Thursday & Friday 9—
6pm. Saturday 10-12.30. Closed Wednesday, 

Sunday and bank holidays 
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IDCA   Idca234@gmail.com 

Ilchester Town Trust 
& Sports field 

Clerk: Maxine Read 07562 988 837 
 
ittclerk@gmail.com 

Town Hall caretaker Julie Stapleton 01935 841 247 
 
ittcaretaker@gmail.com 

Sports field caretaker Kat Lawson 07518 053638 

Tall Trees Communi-
ty Centre 

Gill Duke 01935 840 562 

Buttercross Health 
Centre 

  01458 272 473 

Queen Camel Medical 
Centre 

 01935 850 225 

Ilchester Pharmacy   01935 840 273 

Ilchester Parish 
Council 

Clerk: Ruby Coombs clerk@ilchesterparishcouncil.
gov.uk 

Yeovilton & District 
Parish Council 

Clerk: Nicky Moore clerk@yeoviltonparishcouncil.
gov.uk 

RNAS Yeovilton 
Community Engage-
ment Officer 

Mr P. Jones Phillip.jones229@mod.gov.uk 

RNAS Yeovilton   01935 840 551 

IDCA Churches Rev Bruce Faulkner 
Rector 

01935 849 441 
 
Ilchestervicar@aol.com 

St Mary Major, Ilches-
ter 

Clerk: Sally Mottram sallyspin@btinternet.com 

St Mary, Limington Church warden: John 
Langden 

01935 851 099 

St Peter, Podimore Church warden: Ellen 
LeBrun 

01935 841 618 

Police Community 
Support Officers 
(Wincanton Rural 
West) 

Beata Marcelino & 
Jacob Tailby 

101 (non emergency) 
999 (emergency) 
Or report online at 
www.police.uk 

Samaritans   116 123 

National Domestic 
Abuse Helpline 

  0808 2000 247 


